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We would like to take this opportunity to  
thank those who submitted memorials 

for this special Memorial Edition.   
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

  
If we have made any editing errors or omitted any 

write-ups or photos, we sincerely apologize.  
    

   Some minor editing has been done.  
For the most part, the content is that of the original. 



 

 

 
 
 
 

Ruth MacKay was a member of the Beach Point Womenôs Institute.  She was born 
in Murray Harbour to Vere and Alfreda Beck. 
 

She married Gordon MacKay of Beach Point. They raised a family of two sons 
and one daughter.  They eventually had six grandchildren and ten great-
grandchildren. 
 

Ruth taught school for a few years before the children were born.  She was a 
faithful member of the Murray Harbour Church of Christ where she taught 
Sunday School for a number of years. 

 

Ruth was a member of the Beach Point Womenôs Institute from 1949 to 1953 at which time the branch was 
dissolved.  When the branch was reinstated in 1963, Ruth became a member again and remained a member 
until 1987.  During that time she held the office of President to two terms. 
 

Ruth was predeceased by one grandson, her husband and her daughter.  Ruth passed away at the Riverview 
Manor in Montague on April 2, 2019, at the age of 95 years. 

Ruth MacKay 
Beach Point WI 
2019 

Phyllis Isabel Irving 
Beach Point WI 
2021 

Phyllis Isabel Irving was born on October 20, 1929, to Leonard and Mae 
Hooper.  She married Axel Irving of Beach Point.  They raised a family of one 
daughter and one son.  They eventually had three grandchildren, five great-
grandchildren and one great-great-grandson. 
 

Phyllis was an active member of the Beach Point Womenôs Institute from 1963 
to 1973. For many years after that she was an inactive member.  Even though 
she never attended any meetings, she faithfully paid her dues and made 
donations to the Institute until 2012. 
 

Phyllis was heartbreakingly predeceased by both of her children. She passed 
away at the Dr. John Gillis Lodge on February 16, 2021, at the age of 83 
years. 

òIn the hearts of those who loved you,  

you will always be there.ó 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

Pearl Margaret Williams was born in Murray Harbour North to Harry and 
Ella Irving.  She married Eber Williams of Beach Point.  They had a family 
of one son and one daughter.  Later in life they had three grand-daughters. 
 

Pearl was the Secretary-Treasurer for the School Trustees in Beach Point 
for the last few years that the school was running before consolidation in 
1973.  she was a member of the Beach Point Womenôs Institute from 1963 to 
1971. 
 

Pearl was predeceased by her husband, Eber, in 2015.  Following a stroke a 
few years later, Pearl had to move to a nursing home.  She passed away at 
Riverview Manor on August 24, 2022, at the age of 83 years. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Wendy Jean Daly was born September 22, 1941, in Malden, New Brunswick. 
After graduating from high school, she went to work in Social Services in 
Dorchester, NB.  She married Richard Daly and they had a son and a 
daughter.  She worked as an Assistant Officer for the New Brunswick 
Department of Social Development for 34 years until her retirement. After 
that, she became a caregiver to several seniors. 
 

In 2005, Wendy moved to Murray Harbour where she became an active 
member in her church and other community groups.  Wendy became a 
member of the Beach Point Womenôs Institute in 2008 and continued to be an 
active member until her passing.  She thoroughly enjoyed her card games 
and outings with friends. 
 

Wendy was predeceased by her daughter.  Wendy passed away after a brief 
illness on November 27, 2023.  She will be surely missed by all her friends in the Murray Harbour area. 

Pearl Margaret Williams 
Beach Point WI 
2022 

Wendy Jean Daly 
Beach Point WI 
2023 



 

 

 
 
 
 

The Ebenezer Womenôs Institute was deeply saddened with the passing of our 
friend, neighbor, and fellow WI member, Florence McNichol, on March 8, 2023. 
Florence passed peacefully at home surrounded by her family, having recently 
celebrated her 89th birthday.  Born February 28, 1934 in Charlottetown, into a 
large and loving family to parents Harry Garfield of Marshfield and Agnes 
Karolyn MacAusland of Mill River, Florence was the baby of 13 siblings. 
 

Florence attended Model School, Prince Street School and then Mrs. Cochranôs 
Business School.  As a young girl, she enjoyed piano and voice lessons and 
movies on Saturdays where she became a lifelong movie buff.  Always an  animal 
lover, she enjoyed horseback riding lessons.  Florence loved to sing her whole life 
long, singing hymns right up to the time of her passing. 
 

Florence met Navy man, George McNichol, while living in Nova Scotia, where they married in October, 1954.  
Daughter Shelly-Lyne was born while posted in England, UK.  Living most of her married life in Nova Scotia, 
they returned to PEI upon Georgeôs retirement with George passing shortly thereafter in 1972.  
 

Florence travelled extensively throughout the years visiting Canada, the United States, Italy and the UK. She 
was an admitted Monarchist and Anglophile.  She was active in the Womenôs Liberals of Charlottetown 
working as Convener of the Teas held each opening of the House and was a longtime member of Spring Park 
United Church working as Elder in younger years. 
 

Full of love and caring, Florenceôs priority was familyðalways.  When grandson, Samuel George, was born, 
she took on the role of Nana with gusto.  She remained close with all her family, sisters and brothers, nieces 
and nephews. 
 

Florence moved into her daughter Shelly and son-in-law Clarenceôs home in 2010 and it was there she  
joined the Ebenezer branch of WI.  Although not a longtime member, Florence was enthusiastic about the WI 
meetings an enjoyed the friendships made, the kindnesses extended, and the wonderful sense of community it 
promoted.  She is dearly missed. 

Florence G. (nee Ferguson) McNichol 
Ebenezer WI 
2023 

Mary Elizabeth (Penny) Hicken 
Good Luck Alliston WI 
2023 

Mary Elizabeth (Penny) Hicken was born in Murray Harbour in 1939. 
 

She married Neil Hicken and moved to Alliston and joined the Alliston WI in 
1965.  Mary served as President and Secretary, always ready to help in any 
way she could.  Mary and Neil raised five children:  Alan, Stephen, Robbie, 
Terry and Tanya.  Mary was very proud of her grandchildren and great-
grandchildren.  Mary passed away at the Dr. John M. Gillis Lodge on 
January 12, 2023.  Rest in peace. 

 

òYour presence I miss, your memory I treasure,  

loving you always, forgetting you never.ó 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

Cheryl was born in Murray River, PE, on June 3, 1949.  Cheryl married Carl 

Campbell and moved to Alliston.  In 1972, Cheryl joined the Alliston WI where 

she held the office of President and Secretary. Cheryl was always ready to help in 

any way she could.  Cheryl and Carl had five childrenðMichelle Mentzos, Arlene 

Campbell, Susan Campbell, Jeff Campbell and Steven Campbell. Cheryl was 

proud of her nine grandchildren and 13 great-grandchildren.  Cheryl married 

John Cozart and moved to Maine, USA, where she passed away on May 19, 2023, 

with her family by her side.  

 

 
 
 

Almira Ada (Graham) MacLure passed away at her home in Murray Harbour 
North on May 13, 2023.  She was born in Cambridge PE to the late Andrew and 
Lily Ada (White) Graham. In 1948 she married Weir MacLure, and was the loving 
mother of Lynn Clarey, Dale MacLure, and Mary Robertson. She was the 
grandmother of eight and great-grandmother to fourteen. Almira loved to spend 
time with her family.  They were her pride and joy. 
 

Almira Ada lived life to the fullest, square dancing, playing cards, and bowling. 
She enjoyed watching curling. Community minded, Almira Ada was willing to help 
at church, WI, or community events.  Always in our thoughts.  Rest in peace. 
 

Cheryl Arlene (Munn) (Campbell) Cozart 
Good Luck Alliston WI 
2023 

Almira Ada (Graham) MacLure 
Good Luck Alliston WI 
2023 

Alta Florence (Prowse) Acorn 
Brackley WI 
2021 

Alta was born September 16, 1923, to Muriel and Leslie and had one sister, 
Shirley.  She attended the local school, Prince of Wales College, and graduated 
from Acadia university with a bachelor of Science Degree in Home Economics.  
She especially loved teaching students at the junior High level and taught for over 
40 years in Nova Scotia and PEI.  In 1955, Alta married Robert Acorn and lived in 
Nova Scotia for 20 years where she continued to teach and Robert worked for 
Maritime Telephone Company.  They returned to PEI in 1980. 

They have one son, Lorne (Jeanette), and two grandchildren, RJ and Chloe, both of whom she loved dearly. 
Alta joined the Brackley WI in 1981-1982 and served on various committees.  She served on the WI 
Provincial Board as Secretary for several years and as Chair of Cultural Affairs. She was a Life Member of 
Brackley Womenôs Institute, as were her mother Muriel and sister Shirley. 

 

Alta was a member of the Winsloe United Church, chairing different committees and singing in the choir. She 
had a great interest in genealogy and spent many hours doing research on the family tree. Whatever Alta did 
she strove for perfection.  Alta is greatly missed by her family and WI members. 



 

 

 
 
 
 

Wanda was a faithful and devoted member of the Knutsford  Womenôs Institute 
for 52 years.  In 1954 she married Lorne Adams and resided in Knutsford for 68 
years.  Working on the farm and raising three active sons kept her very busy.  
After the sale of the family farm, Wanda went to work as a visiting homemaker 
until her retirement in 1997. 
 

In 1991 Wanda became a WI Life Member.  She held a number of positions 
throughout her years of service, including President, Vice-President, Secretary 
and Treasurer. 
 

She was proud to have been involved in the purchase of the Knutsford School by 
the Institute and in the writing of the by-laws for the use of the school on behalf 

of the community.  Wanda really appreciated the motto, ñFor Home and Countryò, and saw this as a way to 
develop new friendships and to help support her community. 
 
As an active member of the Institute, she always enjoyed attending meetings, institute workshops, and 
Provincial WI meetings as a voting delegate.  Wanda was a member of the OôLeary United Church and an 
active member of the United Church Womenôs group. 
 
Unfortunately, in the later years of life, Wanda had to leave her beloved friends and community to take up 
residence at a Community Care facility until her death.  Wanda will be fondly missed and remembered as a 
good friend and a loving, kind lady. 

Wanda Adams 
Knutsford WI 
2023 

Neila MacKinnon 
Clyde River WI 
2023 

Neila Mackinnon passed away peacefully at Whisperwood Villa on 
February 10, 2023.  She was the daughter of the late Bannerman and 
Mildred (Prouse) MacLaine.  Born on September 12, 1926, she grew up 
in Charlottetown where she remained until her marriage to Warren 
MacKinnon of Clyde River, where they enjoyed sixty years of happily 
wedded life until her death. 
 

Neila is survived by one sister, Maudie Wigmore, and one daughter, 
Beverley MacKinnon, plus chosen daughters Debbie (Thane Batchilder), 
Darlene Oakes, and Judy (Allison) Roblee.  She also leaves behind 

Neila was very committed to her community, her church, and the many groups she attended, including the 
Womenôs Institute, Cornwall Guild and Footcare, and also her Friends Group.  She was also very 
dedicated to the 4-H Club where her patience, kindness and indulgence will never be forgotten by the 
young people who appreciated her help with various projects.  
 

Neila is greatly missed by her family and many friends. 
 

òBe not afraid, only believe.ó Mark 5:36 



 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 

Thelma Seaman 
Brackley Beach WI 
2023 

We pay tribute to our beloved Thelma Seaman who lived and exemplified the 
values and ideals of the Womenôs Institute throughout her 73 years as a 
member. 
 

Born in 1925, she grew up in the period between the end of World War 1 and 
the Great Depression.  Thelma was part of an active, loving, Christian 
family in Victoria Cross where she attended the one-room school and helped 
in the home and on their farm.  Following her teacherôs training at Prince of 
Wales College, she taught in Victoria Cross, Montague and Brackley Point.  
In 1950 she was one of the first Island women to train in dental hygiene in 
Boston. After graduation, Thelma worked with the PEI Department of Public 
Health and travelled to schools to promote dental health and conduct mobile 
clinics. 

Thelma first joined the Brackley Beach Womenôs Institute in 1948 when she moved to the district to teach 
school.  Through the meetings and projects, she met the men and women of the community.  She returned in 
1952 as the bride of David Seaman and lied on the family dairy farm.  Their busy and welcoming home 
included four childrenðCharles, Lee, Vivian, and Anne. Over the years the family circle expanded to include 
six grandchildren and two great-grandchildren. 
 

Thelma was a tremendous cook and extremely generous in donating to WI, church and community meals, 
fundraising dinners and bake sales.  People loved everything that came from her kitchen.  She was proficient 
in handwork and quilted, sewed and knitted for her family, babies in Queen Elizabeth Hospital and seniors.  
An avid gardener, Thelma planted large flower and vegetable gardens.  She strongly supported rural 
beautification and encouraged others to participate in improving their properties and the roadsides. 
 

Thelma and David operated Blue Waters Bed & Breakfast from 1969 to 1987. They welcomed hundreds of 
visitors from across the country and many of these families returned year after year to enjoy their Island 
hospitality. Thelma embodied all the best qualities that contribute to community growth; she was a true friend 
who reached out to help others in happy and sad circumstances.   
 

While with WI she served as President, Secretary-Treasurer, and program convener, prepared reports and 
spoke at the local and area level. Thelma was awarded Life membership in 1985 in recognition of her years of 
leadership and her key role in transforming the one-room school to a modern community centre in 1982-1983.  
She remained involved in WI activities all through her years and fully supported the many projects and events. 
 

All Thelmaôs qualities of friendliness, courage, patience and unselfishness endeared her to everyone she knew.  
She gave freely of herself and her many talents in the service of her family, community and church, and 
believed in working together ñFor Home and Countryò 

Grief is the price we pay for loveó 
     The late Queen Elizabeth II 


