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We would like to take this opportunity to  
thank those who submitted memorials 

for this special Memorial Edition.   
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

  
If we have made any editing errors or omitted any 

write-ups or photos, we sincerely apologize.  
    

   Some minor editing has been done.  
For the most part, the content is that of the original. 



 

 

 
 
 
 

Susanne was born in Breslau, Germany, and lived and worked in New York and 
Washington D.C. Susanne, her husband, Robert, and two sons moved to Brackley 
Beach in 1971.  
 

On the Island, she worked at UPEI as a Librarian and taught a speed-reading course. 
She was very passionate about helping as many people as possible improve their 
reading and English proficiency skills. She loved knitting, biking, swimming, making 
wine and spending time outdoors gardening.  
 

Susanne was a member of the Brackley Beach Womenôs Institute and enjoyed attending the meetings and 
social events. 

Susanne Manovill 
Brackley Beach WI 
2022 

Jo-Ann passed away peacefully at the Q.E.H. on November 16, 2021, shortly after 
celebrating her 70th birthday at home with friends and family.   
 

She was born in Charlottetown, the daughter of the late Cecil and Hazel Ferguson. 
She was predeceased by her husband, Paul MacPhail, in June 2007.  She leaves to 
mourn their three children, Mark (Ashley), Victoria, and Peter. 
 

Jo-Ann was a community volunteer to many groups such as Joy Riders, Womenôs 
Institute, Womenôs Missionary Society and several others.  She was presented with the Womenôs Institute Life 
Membership in 2015.  She attended the Clyde River Baptist Church and was a member of the Church choir. 
 

She was a lover of the outdoors and gardening was high on her list.  Her flower garden was greatly admired 
by many and her floral arrangements often adorned the Church along with many community events and 
homes. 
 

Jo-Ann is greatly missed and fondly remembered by many family and friends. 
 

A  beautiful garden now stands alone, 
Missing the one who nurtured it, 

But now she is gone. 
    Barbara Bailey (adapted) 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Jo-Ann MacPhail 
Clyde River WI 
2021 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
We were saddened to hear of the passing of Wilna Hayden at Beach Grove Home on 
April 18, 2022. Wilna (Campbell) was born in Milburn on January 23, 1927. She 
attended Milburn School then moved to Charlottetown and received her Grade 12 
diploma. After graduating from an L.N.A program, she nursed in several P.E.I. 
hospitals and also in Ontario. She married Sheldon Hayden in 1951. They had one 
son, Donald , and her family increased with the addition of one grandson and two 
great grandchildren. 
 
 

Wilna joined the Dunstaffnage WI in 1962. She has served on all executive positions, also attending 
conventions and workshops. Wilna was a leader with Girl Guides for a number of years and also volunteered 
with Boy Scouts and 4-H. She was active in her church, U.C.W., and the Dunstaffnage Seniors. 
 

Wilna was always aware of the needs of others and willing to lend a hand. We will miss her. 

 
 
 
 
 

The members of Ebenezer Womenôs Institute were deeply saddened by the death of 
our friend, former neighbor, and WI Life Member, Anna Ford, at the Queen 
Elizabeth Hospital on June 4, 2022. 
 

Anna was born July 22, 1942, the daughter of the late Norman and Catherine 
MacDonald of Glen Valley, PE, where Anna grew up and attended the local rural 
school.   
 

After leaving school, she worked for several years at Eatonôs in Charlottetown 
where her friendly smile and gentle manner welcomed many customers to the store. 

On October 5, 1963, Anna married Robert Ford of Ebenezer where they lived and farmed for many years. 
 

In later years Anna and Robert sold the farm in Ebenezer and moved to an apartment in Charlottetown.  Anna 
continued with the WI meetings in Ebenezer.  She hosted many meetings at her apartment as long as her 
health permitted. 
 

Anna and Robert had two daughters, Catherine Darlene and Heather, and a granddaughter, Katie Anna Ryan.  
Anna is survived by her brothers Joe and Alan MacKinnon.  She was predeceased by her brother Edward.  
 

Anna held several offices in our branch and was always a willing worker on any WI project.  She was a 
faithful member of the Glasgow Road Presbyterian Church.   
 

Anna is greatly missed by all her family, friends, and her sister WI members. 
 
 

 

Wilna Hayden 
Dunstaffnage WI 
2022 

Anna Isabel (MacDonald) Ford 
Ebenezer WI 
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On Sunday, June 19, 2022, family and community lost a beloved wife, mother, 
grandmother and friend by the sudden passing of Janette Higginbotham.  
 

Janette grew up in Alliston on the Carver farm of her grandparents. She developed a 
passion for nature and animals that stayed with her for life. On November 11, 1967, 
Janette married Bazil Higginbotham. They were married for close to 55 years and 
had a family of four children - Cindy, Patricia, Michael and Marilyn. Janette and 
Bazil lived in Murray River and after the family was grown, they moved to Alliston in 
1992.  
 

Janette was a member of WI in Murray River and then joined Good Luck Alliston 
Womenôs Institute.  She was presented with her Life Membership to Women's Institute 
and was always a valued member. She held the position of President for many years, 

always calling each member every month to remind them of the upcoming events. 
 

Always wanting to keep busy, you could find Janette at many different tasks. She was one to help out with the 
fishing or on the fields with machinery in spring. She loved her flower garden, her pets and crafts. She could 
put her hand to anything - knitting, crochet, woodworking, hooking, sewing - always making things for the 
home or for family and friends.  
 

Community was also important, with Janette helping in her church, at festival parades for which she made 
numerous floats, at the school breakfast program or at the childrenôs activities. She also loved to travel. She 
and Bazil packed up the camper for trips near and far.  
 

Most of all, Janette loved her family. She was proud of each one and their accomplishments. Many times we 

would hear family stories. She was a gracious host and all felt welcome to come have a chat or cup of tea.  

 
 
 
 
 
 

Mary Elizabeth Houston was the daughter of Rupert and Vera Simpson of Bayview Mills, 
PEI.  She was born November 12th, 1933 at the Prince County Hospital, in Summerside.  
She was the eldest child and the only girl in the family.  She had three younger brothers 
named Claude, Beverley, and Herbert. 
 

Mary went to a one room schoolhouse in Bayview, which had classes from grade one up 
to the tenth grade.  She furthered her education by attending Prince of Wales College for 
two years.  Following graduation, Mary taught at the Hampshire School for two years. 
 

It was at a dance where Mary met her future husband, Byron Houston, a farmer from 
Mayfield. They were married on October 22, 1954, and Mary joined Byron and his father Frank to help out 
with dairy and beef farming, as well as planting potatoes on the Mayfield farm.  In the early days, they also 
raised foxes.  Together, Mary and Byron raised their four children, Diane, Wayne, Brenda and Joy by 
providing them with a wonderful life on the farm. 
 

Soon after her marriage, Mary joined the Mayfield Womenôs Institute.  When it closed in 1967, she joined the 
New Glasgow Womenôs Institute.  Throughout her time as a member of the WI, Mary played an active role 

within the organization, holding a variety of positions. On March 7, 1979, Mary received her Life Membership 
Pin and Certificate, during the New Glasgow Womenôs Instituteôs 55th Anniversary Celebration. 

Continued on next page ééé 

 Mary Janet (Janette) Higginbotham   
Good Luck Alliston WI 
2022 

 Mary Elizabeth Houston 
New Glasgow WI 
2022 
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Mary was an excellent cook, and was always appreciated for her delicious homemade rolls and mustard 
pickles.  Her baking was eagerly sought after at WI ñBring and Buyò nights, and she regularly contributed to 
other events such as NGWI Christmas dinners, Meet Your Neighbour Night, and the spring Coffee Parties.  
 

Community service was important to Mary, and she was very much involved in her community over the years. 
In addition to being a member of the WI, she was also involved with the United Church Women and the New 
Glasgow Cemetery.  Mary also worked at the New Glasgow Lobster Suppers for over 25 years.  Later in life, 
Mary got her driverôs licence, and found that she loved having the freedom to drive around the community to 
visit with friends.  Her children who lived away from PEI, found it hard to have a chat with her on the phone 
because she seemed to be never at home! 
 

Throughout her life, Mary made it a point to be physically active. In her earlier days, she loved to skate, and 
later took up cross-country skiing.  Mary always enjoyed going to a good ceilidh, and loved bowling, playing 
crokinole and a challenging game of scrabble. As well, she loved joining some of the NGWI ladies on their 
weekly Saturday morning walks ï rain or shine! Mary also enjoyed gardening and particularly loved her 
vegetable garden and her lovely dahlias. 
 

Mary was a devoted and loving mother, grandmother and great-grandmother. She loved spending time at the 
rink to watch her grandchildren play hockey and ringette. It was the highlight of her winters to watch them at 
their games and travel to their tournaments. 
 

Mary was a hardworking, enthusiastic and active person, who liked to participate and help out whenever and 
wherever she could. She was a kind, strong and resilient person who will be missed by all who knew her. 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Carole was born in Fort Erie, Ontario and lived for many years in Milliken, 
Stouffville, Dundas, and Singapore, all located in Ontario. 
 

After completing high school, Carole trained as a nurse, taking her training at the 
Ontario Hospital Nursing School in Whitby, Ontario, followed by additional  
training at the Toronto General Hospital and Sick Kids Hospital.  It was while 
working as a nurse that she met her husband, Dr. Joseph MacMillan, and they were 
blessed with seven children. After raising their children, Carole resumed her 
nursing career at the Donwood Institute.  

Upon moving to PEI in 1999, Carole became the owner/operator of a successful inn in the heart of the 
community of New Glasgow.  In this role, she enjoyed extending hospitality to visitors from all parts, and this 
talent contributed greatly to the success of her business. 
 

Caroleôs B&B was the site of many wonderful gatherings, and Carole was happiest when she could welcome 

her children, grandchildren and church family.  It was also a great joy for Carole that she was able to meet 
and hold her first great grandson. 

In addition to being an active member of her community and church, Carole was a committed member of New 

Glasgow WI.  Carole contributed her talents to the organization in a variety of ways. She has helped to 
organize a number of WI events including the annual Meet-Your-Neighbour Night and New Glasgow WIôs  

Continued on next page ééé 

Carole MacMillan 
New Glasgow WI 
2020 
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very popular ñCoffee Party With a Flairò, which has provided significant funding for organizations such 
as the Queen Elizabeth Hospital and the Prince County Hospital.  Carole was honoured with a Life 
Membership in 2019. 
 

Carole was a faithful and active member of the congregation of New Glasgow Christian Church for a 
number of years, and has served her worship community in a variety of ways.  Carole generously opened 
her beautiful Inn to several church-organized womenôs retreats and other functions over the years. 
 

Carole was blessed with a love for mission work, having spent several months in Poland, volunteering her 
services to ñGraceland Ministriesò. In that capacity, she helped with hospitality, taught English and 
supported staff in other areas.  She also spent two winters in Chiang Mai, Thailand, where she taught 
English and cared for seniors in a rehabilitation hospital.  
 

Carole passed away on November 25, 2020 after a brief illness, and is missed by her family and many 
friends. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Catherine Eliza (Weeks) Yeo passed away peacefully on September 26, 
2022, at Atlantic Baptist Home, Charlottetown, at the wonderful age of 100.  
She was the last living member of  her nine siblings. 

 

Catherine married George Alfred Yeo on November 21, 1940  and together 
they raised five children. At the time of her death, Catherine was survived, 
in addition to her children, by 17 grandchildren, 19 great-grandchildren , 
five great-great grandchildren and many nieces and nephews, cousins and 
their families as well as many neighbors and friends in the community. 
Catherine was a Life Member of the North River WI and actively served  in 

many offices.   She was a faithful parishioner of Cornwall United Church (now West River United) and in 
later years at Zion Presbyterian when she moved to Charlottetown. 
 

Catherine  lived her life fully and followed a life of faith and love; she was a loyal mother and friend who 

loved the farm as well as  knitting, quilting, playing the piano and she was a great conversationalist on 
many topics of interest.  She is and will continue to be  missed.   
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-Unknown 

Catherine Eliza (Weeks) Yeo 
North River WI 
2022 


